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TALAVERA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (TCA) 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Held November 4, 2017, 6:00pm – 7:30 pm,  
At the Talavera Substation of LAVFD 

 

Next Meeting:  Spring, 2018 Type of Meeting: Regular 
 
I. Greetings. 
Perry Ashby, TCA President, welcomed the 
meeting attendees. We have a few new 
residents, Paula Harrington and Diane; Steve 
and Anne Davis: welcome. Perry introduced the 
current Board members. Helen Foster, Vice 
President, and Ken Foster, Member at Large, 
were not in attendance due to illness. Cheers to 
Daren Bloomquist for allowing us to meet at the 
fire station. We would like to thank all who 
contributed to our delicious Mexican feast. 
 
II. Las Alturas Volunteer Fire Department.  
Daren Bloomquist, Ass’t Fire Chief, gave an 
update on the Talavera fire station 
improvements. Along with roof and wall repairs, 
the road entrance to Achenbach Lane and fire 
station driveway will be paved.  
 
One of the Talavera fire trucks has been 
exchanged with one from the Las Alturas 
station for adequate utilization of equipment.  
 
County fire departments continue to solicit fire 
volunteers to fill the void.  
 
Daren encouraged residents to get their heating 
systems professionally checked due to possible 
carbon monoxide leaks. He also stressed 
clearing dry and dead brush from around 
properties due to the winter fire season coming 
upon us. A resident asked about laws governing 
trash burns, specifically by contractors. Fire 
Department Dispatch must be notified before 
any burns (no burns on banned days). Burn 
safety rules are in force. 
 
III. Treasurer Report. 
Steve Tarro, TCA Treasurer, submitted the 
following figures: 

 $12,968.25 beginning balance 
 5680.00 deposits 
 (2113.66) expense 
 $16,534.59 current balance as of 

11/10/2017 
 
Thank you to all our members who support the 
TCA annually. If you have a suggestion for the 
use of TCA funds and will volunteer to 
coordinate implementation of the plan, please 

email your proposal to the Board thru the TCA 
website. 
 
IV. CleanUp  
Jerry Wertz, Member at Large and Volunteer 
CleanUp Coordinator, was acknowledged and 
thanked for his role in cleanup activities this 
morning and throughout the year. In addition, 
thanks to all who pick up trash along Soledad 
Canyon and Dripping Springs throughout the 
year. You are truly a valuable asset to the 
community.  
 
The community also appreciates responsible pet 
owners who pick up after their pets. Nothing 
like taking a refreshing walk in the 
neighborhood, enjoying our lovely views, while 
stepping in a large squishy stinky mound of ... 
 
V. TCA News: 
Karen Armstrong, Secretary and 
Webmaster, noted that the content of email 
sent to TCA members will only include 
neighborhood issues; neighborhood 
watch/suspicious activity, county issues that 
directly affect residents (El Paso Electric 
Talavera substation proposal, community road 
improvement projects, city gas community 
installation), TCA Propane Coop price changes, 
etc. No lost and found, non-profit 
announcements and fundraisers. 
 
We are looking for ways to keep Talavera 
clean. If you know of any non-profit 
organizations that would like to pickup trash 
along Dripping Springs and Soledad Canyon 
for $150, up to twice a month, please contact 
Jerry Wertz thru the TCA website ‘Contacts’ 
page. 
 
We need volunteers to coordinate a Talavera 
Beautification committee. The TCA board is 
looking for proposals to dress up the corner of 
Dripping Springs and Soledad Canyon. 
Perhaps signage can be added and eventually 
repeated throughout the community. 
 
We have a ‘Links’ page on the TCA website for 
local services rendered, non-commercial, i.e., 
house-sitting, pet-sitting, handyman, snake 
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removal. If you are a current member and 
would like to submit a posting, please contact 
the webmaster thru the TCA website ‘Contacts’ 
page. 
 
VI. Nominations and Elections. 
The TCA has Jan 2018 openings for Secretary 
and Member at Large. Please email your intent 
to the TCA Secretary, Karen Armstrong. 
Please include the position applied for along 
with a brief bio to be posted on the TCA 
website. 
 
VII. TCA Propane Coop 
Perry Ashby stated that Griffin’s has 
increased the propane price to $1.75. 
Traditionally, propane prices increase in 
winter and probably will do so again this 
season. Perry encouraged new customers to 
rent tanks rather than purchase if switching 
to city gas in the next few years. 
 
VIII. EP Electric Substation Proposal 
Perry Ashby gave a brief overview of El Paso 
Electric Sub-Station Project. 
 
El Paso Electric states they need to locate a 4-
acre Sub-Station in Talavera to support their 
existing infrastructure. The land will be 
leased/given to them by the BLM. Twelve sites 
were selected for consideration by BLM. An 
environmental impact statement is required for 
each site prior to selection. To expedite the 
process, EPE has hired a private engineering 
firm to provide the impact assessment studies. 
The Community will have a chance to provide 
input/rebuttal/questions about these studies 
as part of the process. 
 
A public meeting was held at the Farm and 
Ranch with EPE and BLM. It was loud and 
ugly. Unfortunately, only written comments 
were to be considered in the evaluation process. 
All of the yelling, arguing and oral statements 
were not to be considered by BLM as part of the 
public input process. 
 
Impacts to the Community 
A 4-acre industrial plant in the middle of a 
residential community has numerous negative 
impacts: 

• Real Estate values to be affected  
• Views of the Organs to be impacted by 

electrical poles and lines 

• Dark Night Skies 
• Ugly Industrial plant seen by all on their 

way to the National Monument 
 
Perry Ashby’s Meeting with EPE 
I was invited by EPE to review some different 
landscape ideas they had to mitigate the 
Communities concerns about an ugly plant 
being in the Community. I was shown several 
different types of walls and fences that might 
blend into the surroundings (No Trump 
comparisons!) Walls to be 8 feet. Poles and 
equipment could exceed 100 feet. I stated the 
only thing that mattered was location, location, 
location! 
 
EPE only wanted to talk about Sites 1, 2 (their 
favorite), 3 and 3A. These are the worst Sites 
with the most negative effects for Talavera (in 
my own personal opinion). BLM makes the 
Final Decision, not El Paso Electric. It is 
imperative that we respond again, in-mass to 
BLM when the next Environmental Impacts are 
schedules. 
 
Stephen Fischman, 
Stephen.fischmann@gmail.com and Rocky 
Bacchus, RockyBacchus@gmail.com presented 
an alternative solution to a new EPE substation 
in Talavera. The proposal is a bit lengthy so we 
suggest those interested contact Stephen 
Fischmann for more information. We will post 
their petition to the PRC Commissioners, 
suggesting a rulemaking docket, on the TCA 
website that can be downloaded and sent to 
Steve Fischmann. 
 
Talavera Community Association Dues  
If you haven’t already, please support your 
Talavera Community Association by submitting 
your $25 voluntary annual membership fee to: 
 

Talavera Community Association 
P. O. Box 1057 
Mesilla Park, NM 88047 
 

TCA Officers and Board Members 
 

President: Perry Ashby 
Vice President: Helen Foster 
Secretary: Karen Armstrong 
Treasurer: Steve Tarro  
Member-at-Large: Jerry Wertz 
Member-at-Large: Ken Foster

 
The foregoing minutes were approved by the Board on 11/10/2017. E-Signed, Karen Armstrong. 


